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West Hoover Corridor
For much of the past two decades, the western extent
of Hoover has been the high growth area within the city,
accounting for 53% of new homes constructed since
2000.* Planned developments including Trace Crossings,
Blackridge, Ross Bridge, McGill and Lake Cyrus have
undergone tremendous growth during this time, with several
of these developments approaching build-out status. These
developments combined with existing and proposed future
neighborhoods precipitate the need to examine western portions of Hoover closely and plan for infrastructure, including
new and improved trasportation and recreation connections,
that can accommodate growth in the area.
The original iteration of this Plan introduced the concept of
a parkway that essentially serves as an extention of Ross
Bridge Parkway south from AL Highway 150 to Morgan
Road. This new parkway would include a new interchange
with Interstate 459 and provide a parallel route to the overly
congested and “challenging to improve” South Shades
Crest Road, with its varying right-of-way width and numerous
access drives to single-family homes (see Figure 36.1). The
parkway would not only provide a preferable route to affect
the expiditious travel of residents in western Shelby County
to and from Interstate 459 and points north, but would also
provide much needed traffic relief and alternative routes for
Hoover residents in the vicinity. Additionally, the parkway
would open land to new development opportunities presently unavailable due to lack of access to the transportation
network. This section aims to further develop the vision of
the West Hoover Corridor by providing a more detailed plan
for land use, transportation, and recreational improvements
and connections in the area.

*Note: Residential units constructed within Deer Valley, South Shades,
and Trace Crossings school zones vs. entire city.
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Figure 36.1: West Hoover corridor. Existing neighborhoods and proposed
interchange and parkway location.

The Built Environment
The West Hoover parkway, shown in
Figure 36.2 with planned land uses,
would begin at the intersection of
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AL Highway 150 and Ross Bridge
Parkway. From there, it would navigate south to a new interchange (Exit
9) with Interstate 459. To the south
of this interchange, the new parkway
would intersect with S. Shades Crest
Road. Further study will be needed
to design this new intersection to
accommodate a link with Brock’s Gap
Parkway. Proceeding south from this
intersection, the parkway parallels
S. Shade Crest Road through the
valley between Shades Mountain and
Chestnut Ridge before crossing over
the southern railroad line and eventually intersecting with Morgan Road.

Figure 36.2: West Hoover
corridor. Proposed interchange, parkway, greenway,
and future land uses.
Source: Graphic assistance
from Nequette Architecture.

To improve traffic flow in the Trace
Crossings and Blackridge communities, the Plan shows a roadway
connecting Stadium Trace Parkway
with the new parkway roughly where
an existing emergency access
drive is located. This will provide a
much needed alternative route as all
traffic from the Hoover Met Complex,
Hoover High School, and neighborhoods to the south currently pass
through the intersection of Stadium
Trace Parkway and Learning Lane/
Brocks Gap Parkway.
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With new opportunties to develop land along the parkway, the Plan envisions a variety of uses along the corridor. Property left over after the construction of the parkway and
interstate interchange would be ideal for commercial and service uses attracted to high traffic volumes. Further south, the Plan envisions land within the valley between Shades
Mountain and Chestnut Ridge as being ideal for the development on an innovation and STEM based employment district. The location has quick and easy access to area highways and neighborhoods while being situated in a picturesque setting. Further to the south, across the southern railroad line, the parkway will connect with land presently zoned
for planned single family nieghborhoods. At the parkway’s southern terminus with Morgan Road, there exists the opportunity for a commercial village center that supports nearby
residential neighborhoods and traffic passing through the intersection.
In order to ensure that the parkway can serve as a well functioning arterial for multiple modes of transport for the corridor over the long term, the Plan recommends the following
(illustrated in a right-of-way cross-section concept in Figure 36.3):
•

Adequate right-of-way is reserved for the parkway. The initial parkway may take a two-lane configuration. However, should the need arise to widen the parkway, there should
be enough right-of-way in place to do so, keeping the need for additional acquisitions at a minimum. 80’ is the amount currently reserved for a stretch of the parkway in the
Blackridge South vicinity.

•

Access should be limited to a few local streets. Doing so will reduce traffic conflicts and congestion resulting from turning maneuvers. Direct access to individual properties
via driveways is not recommended.

•

A parallel multipurpose path should be included to link pedestrian and bicycle facilities in individual neighborhoods and developments to one another.
à

The pathway should be wide enough and constructed of such all-weather surface so as to permit usage by people of all abilities.

à

The pathway can be included within the right-of-way, particularly along segments where the roadway is two lanes wide. Adequate right-of-way and design considerations
should be made to ensure any future widening of the parkway does not displace the pathway.

à

If there are segments of the corridor that offer natural features, such as forests and streams, that provide for a more interesting, pleasant, and engaging route, consideration of routes that take full advantage of these features is recommended so long as a continuous route along the corridor can be achieved.

à

The Plan envisions the multipurpose pathway a vital connection between pedestrian, bicycle, and recreational facilities and lands in the Blackridge and Trace Crossings
areas and those in Ross Bridge, Moss Rock Preserve, and the Freshwater Land Trust’s holdings along Shades Creek. If successfully constructed, the pathway could be
a critical link in a greater regional network of trails providing long-distance users the enjoyment of uninterrupted travel between the Cahaba River, Red Mountain Park,
Oak Mountain State Park, the Shades Valley Greenway, the greater Red Rock Ridge and Valley trail system, and other destinations and facilities.
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Figure 36.3: Cross-section concept for proposed parkway with greenway
trail. Parkway could be widened to 4-lanes as needed. Source: Streets.
mn.
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